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The content of this publication is the sole responsibility of the Parents' Association “Step by Step".
The project was co-financed by the European Union from the European Social Fund and the Office
for Cooperation with NGOs of the Government of the Republic of Croatia.

For more information on EU funds, visit the Ministry of Regional Development and EU Funds of the
Government of the Republic of Croatia's website at www.strukturnifondovi.hr .



About included communities

With this picture book created as part of the
“Included Communities” project, we tried to raise
the awareness of parents and children regarding
difficulties and emotions that children of (former)
prisoners may experience, such as shame, sadness,
or loneliness. The purpose of the picture book is to
serve as an additional tool to parents (educators,
guardians, foster parents) in developing the
compassion and empathy of their children towards
children whose parents are (were) imprisoned.

The project was implemented during 2019 and
2020 with the general goal of creating conditions
in social communities for the re-socialization

of perpetrators of criminal offenses through
increased capacities of civil society organizations.




“My name is GOF. I am... NOI
NO, no, no, I am HOJL a CaJC.

I am a bIJC JCOO |ong ]COI“ Jchajt
I am a |ynxl My name is GOI‘ I_iS.

I am specia| |)€C3.US€ O'F my JLU&

Jthajt chang@ CO|0UK

My tuft is
sometimes orange,
and sometimes blue,

depending on my mood.”




“DO noJc ask where my dad iS.”

When GOF Jchinks about I’]iS dad, |'l€ becomes

very UPSQJ(,. IJL weighs heavy on I'HS hearf, I’]iS
eyes Jtear UP and |']iS JEUPE {urns b|ue.

“Trouble, trouble, trouble.
My mind is a jumble.

I miss my dad’

“This is my family.
MOH’]QC my o|der Sisl‘.er Rory, grandlcajcl’]er
EXCCPJE for my brojcl'len

in Jthe drawing >/OU can a|SO See my fajcher.
Ilove hiking with my entire family,
digging hOI@ and seel(ing Jcreasur&,
P|ayin9 in a SandbOX Wl{:h my fajtl’\er

IS one O]c my special P|easur6.”



“This is Mor, my best friend.

He is difficult to comprehend.
He is of a boar breed. g
Very ]CaS{'., indeed.”




Whie playing, Mor remembered tht he
bl he best sand castles with his dad

“We are bui|ding a sand casﬂe,
but today that is such a hassle.

I‘F only my dad were here,
he can l)Uild any{hing.”

“ﬂnd where IS >/OUF dad?” MOF asked GOK




“Hm, hOW aboujc we send Jchem a|| our stonﬁ
and Jcreasura we found Jcoday?” asked MOI’.

MOF and GOF decided Jf.O SUFPFISG Jcheir fajthers,

WI'IO are far avvay and whom Jthey WI” nOJL

see for a IOﬂg {ime, WlH‘I PFG’SGHJES. QJE H‘I&JE

momenjt, GOI‘ Saw I’]iS {',OOH] in Jthe sand.

“I_ejc’s send Jthem our JLQGH’] J(,OO, a 9Iﬂ tO

warm a heart whi|e We are apart.”

UPOH hearing Jchajt, GOF’S {'.U&
{ZUFHEd brlgh{ orange.




GOF and MOF raced home JLO share Jthe
news as soon as POSSIHG and PI"GP&FG

Presenjcs IL,O send JEO Jtheir dads.




Seeing H\e {OOH'] in U’)e l)OX, mofher

approached GOC 93.V€ him a I']Ug and said
genﬂy, “Unfor{unajcdy, Where >/0U fajcher IS,
in Jai|, We are HO{'. a”owed {'.0 send sharp
ObJGCJ(,S. V\/e have SJ(,I”iCJ( FU|€S abOUJE wha’t we
are a||owed JEO send and wha{ We are nOJE.
YOUT‘ dad |OV€S >/OU very much and |’1e WI”

be haPPy >/OU are {hinking abou{ himf’




* “Trouble, trouble, trouble
My mind is a Jum|3|e:’ GOI” 'F€|JC “I miss my dad.”

They were bOJ(,I'] Si|€nt {:OF a Wl']i|€, GOI% JCU]UL

became ever more ber. GOI‘ cried,

“T was so happy to send my tooth to dad_.”_ >







“My Package IS reaaaaady.l”
ye”ed MOI’ as |'\€ ran injco Jche I'IOUSG.

“Mine IS a|mos£ ready, I haver?c Packed i'[',
yejcf' answered GOI‘. “My dad§ in jail and >/0U

. cannot send a tooth there so I will draw it on Papeﬁ" ]

“breat idea, | can helpl”

Gos tuft turned bright orange ashe
realized that his friendship with Mor

IS >/€J(, another O'F I']iS treasure_s.




-

4 GOV‘ cannof Wait ]COF hiS fafher {',O come

back home because he |OV€S him no maJLJcer
where he is. He misses him a lot. He is

l’\aPPy I'HS fajther W|” come home when

Jthe ]COI”QS'L becomes 1CU” O]c |eaves again.
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It is estimated that in the Republic of Croatia there are
approximately 12,500 children whose parents are in

prison. This especially vulnerable group many call “invisible
children”and "orphans of justice’, because they are often not
recognized as children who need support and assistance.

Children whose parents are in prison are confronted with

very strong emotions, such as sadness, guilt, shame, fear, and
anger. They worry about the way the surroundings will react to
the fact that their parent is in prison, they could be scared for
their parent’s safety, overwhelmed with grief because they are
separated from their parent, feel guilty because their parent

is in prison or be mad at their parent, the police, the court...
Younger children like our hero Gor most often feel sadness

due to separation from their parents, and they are not aware of
what prison means and what limitations it constitutes. Contact
between imprisoned parents and their children is limited by
established and rigorous procedures that often make it difficult
to establish intimacy. Gor's tooth is a symbol of restrictions placed
between a parent and a child regarding their contact that other
children whose parents are far away do not have to think about.
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